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Tge holiday of Rosh Hashonna is only referred to in the Torah as either Yom Truoh, the
day of blowing, or as Zikoran Truoh, the memorial of the blowing. Why should this be?
True, the blowing of the Shofor is the special observance of this holiday. But why
aren't some of its allusions brought out? Nowhere does it say why we blow the Shofor.
Our being called to repentance and judgement is not even mentioned. What's more, why

of all the five names of Rosh Hashomna (the other two being Yom Hadin, the day of
judgement and Yom Wazikoran, the day of remembramnce) is the name Rosh Hashouna the only
one which is really ever used. All Rosh Hashonna means is the head of the Year. It
does not even mean New Year even though it is commonly translated this way into English.
It seems to me that our calling of this holiday Rosh Hashonna in preference to the other
names was no chance proposition. This choice showed that our ancestors knew the true
meaning of this holiday. The other names of this holiday are more forceful and more
explicit than the name Rosh Hashonna, The Day of Judgement, The Day of Remembrance, etc.,
but they also are misleading. They would mislead because they put the emphasis on the
day and not on the individual. They would seem to imply that this holiday is a special
holiday which in and by itself is imbued with special powers, that just by passing
through ickne becomes somehow edified and holy. This. is not so as the name Rosh Haghonna
signifies. Rosh Hashonna is completely a neutral name. It signifies only the passage
of time. It does not even say that the coming year will be now. To Judaism the passage
of time in itself does not create anything mew. The same things just appear in other
guises. If something new is to be created we must create it. We have been given the
power, all we must do is use it. If we to improve our actions and our world in want,
the coming year. We can. We have the capacity to change, to rejuvenate anything. If
we aren't satisfied with what we are or what we have become then it is up to us to begin
to do something about it. If we will begin G-d will surely help us. That's why 1
believe the Torah only mentions Rosh Hashonna by the name Yom Truoh, the day of blowing,
or Zikoran. Yom Truoh, the memorial of the blowing, and no mention is made connecting
the blowing with anything. We are not to imagine that somehow listening to the blowing
of the Shofor will move us or change us. It alone can do nothing. Everything depends
on what the hearer Qants to make of it. The word blowing in Hebrew has two other

meanings. It can mean either to protest against or to be broken. To some when they
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hear the Shofor it awakens them to protest against the rut into which they have fallen,

to others it just confirms their broken existence. Too often in our day there are those
who expect that because of the very fact that they celebrate Rosh Hashonna, take the

time to come to Shul and take the time to listen to the Shofor, they should somehow feel
different. They should have a deeply moving experience. To them the name Rosh Hashomna
speaks out. Do you want this holiday to become a Yom Hadin or Yom Hazikoram, a day of

true spiritual dimension then you must make the effort. You must bring to it your feelings
of awe and love for The Ribbono Shel Olom, the creator of all things and a sense of

regret for the wrongs you have commited coupled with a resolve to do better in the future

if you want your Rosh Hashonna to become truly religiously meaningful.




